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a large Brahmanical following, the Jaina sadhus were very
often drawn from that class. About the first century of
the Christian era, many of its great missionaries were
learned Brahmanas, whose ambition was to see that their
doctrines acquired a place of honour among the learned
in the land.

Vimala's Paumacariyam, written in Jain Maharashtri
Prakrta, was one of a large number of attempts to
alter the RainUyana to suit the needs of the Jainas. Works
like Nandisutra, composed about the time of the Valabhi
redaction, show that the religious and literary activities
of the Jaina sadhus were influenced by the Vedas, the
MaMbhnrata> the Rnmayana, the Puranas, the well-known
systems of philosophy, the Artha&istra of Kautilya and the
Kfimatfitra. Jainisrn was only one of the cultural achieve-
ments of Aryavarta, though not very powerful or popular.

The revolt in favour of using Samskrta as against
Prakrta, headed by Siddhasena Divakara (c. 533), was an
attempt to raise the literature and the thought of the Jainas
to the high intellectual level attained by those of the
Brahmanas. A Brahmana by birth, Siddhasena wrote a
well-known textbook of logic, and was, on the testimony of
Hemacandra, a poet. This revolt naturally met with con-
siderable opposition from the orthodox sadhus, who, moving
among the illiterate, were blind to the great intellectual
upheaval which was bringing about a deeper cultural unity
in the country through language, literature and thought.

IV

The next stage of Jaina activity in Western India is re-
presented by the life and works of Haribhadra (c. 750).
Born a Brahmana at Cltoda, he was converted to Jainism
by the nun Yakim.   His life was inspired by a strong hat-
red of the Buddhists who  had  killed his dearly loved
nephews.   He used the word viraha, bereavement, in the
last verse of many of his works, it is said, to keep alive the
memory of this loss, Proud and fierce, he travelled far and
wide, displacing Buddhistic influence which was already
on the wane.  Haribhadra spent the best part of his life in